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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the name Johnstonia 
Quatrefages, 1866 for a genus of marine polychaetes (family maldanidae). Quatre¬ 
fages had earlier (1849) applied this name in a different taxonomic sense to an 
indeterminate species in the nereidae. The suppression of the unused senior 
homonym is proposed, as is the formal rejection of the junior homonyms Johnstonia 
Fuhrmann, 1920 (Cestoda) and Johnstonia Basir, 1956 (Nematoda). 


1. The generic name Johnstonia was first published by Quatrefages (1849, p. 304 
footnote) for a polychaete annelid of the family nereidae, evidently in honour 
of George Johnston (1797-1855), an authority on invertebrates. Further reference 
to this genus was made in a summary (Quatrefages, 1850a, p. 42 footnote) of 
the publication in which the type species J. prolifera was described (Quatrefages, 
1850b, p. 350, pi. 8, figs. 1-2). Marschall (1873, p. 434) listed Johnstonia Quatrefages, 
1849 as a synonym of Heteronereis Orsted, 1842; following recognition of the 
true epitokous nature of the latter genus, Ehlers (1868, p. 450) had earlier 
synonymised both Johnstonia (in the sense of Quatrefages, 1849) and Heteronereis 
with Nereis. McIntosh (1910, p. 277) considered Johnstonia prolifera an epitoke of 
Nereis pelagica Linnaeus, 1758 or ‘other species of Nereis\ No type material is 
present in the Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle in Paris, or known from 
elsewhere, and J. prolifera must be regarded as a nomen dubium. Apart from 
the references cited above Johnstonia Quatrefages, 1849 has been overlooked or 
misinterpreted. 

2. Jay (1850, p. 95) proposed Johnstonia as a generic name for a gastropod 
mollusc, but this is a nomen nudum since no description, figure or reference was 
given. 

3. Quatrefages later introduced the name, in a different taxonomic sense from that 
of his previous work, in a generic key to polychaetes of the family maldanidae. It 
first appeared (Quatrefages, 1865a, p. 597; 1865b, p. 293) in the French spelling 
‘Johnstonie 1 2 3 . The latinised name Johnstonia was made available in January 1866 in an 
English translation of the second (1865b) publication (Quatrefages, 1866a, p. 21; see 
also Wright, 1866, p. 720). A detailed description of Jonhstonia [sic] was given later 
that year (Quatrefages, [1866b], p. 244), together with that of the type species 
J. clymenoides (p. 245); although this work is dated 1865 it was not published until 
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summer 1866 (see Wright, 1867, p. 578 and Claparede, 1870, p. 123). There is no 
reason to take ‘ Jonhstonid as anything other than a printer’s error for Johnstonia, 
and the latter spelling has been used by subsequent authors. It is curious that 
Quatrefages (1865c, [1866b]) made no mention of his earlier (1849) use of Johnstonia 
for a nereid, though Heteronereis was discussed. 

4. The name Johnstonia has also been introduced for a cestode subgenus 
(Fuhrmann, 1920, p. 18) and for a genus of nematodes parasitic on insects (Basir, 
1956, p. 16). The first has been rejected as a junior synonym (see Fuhrmann, 1924, 
p. 312), but the nematode name remained in use until the submission of the present 
application (see Narayan Rao & Jagannath Rao, 1981 and Adamson & van 
Waerebeke, 1992). The subjective synonym Oryctophila van Waerebeke, 1973 
(p. 535) has now been adopted (Adamson & van Waerebeke, 1994) as valid in place 
of Johnstonia Basir, 1956. 

5. The senior homonym Johnstonia Quatrefages, 1849 is an unused name of 
doubtful meaning in the nereidae (see para. 1 above), but the Commission 
Secretariat has been given a list of 24 works (seven of them, by eight authors, 
since 1955) which use Johnstonia Quatrefages, 1866 in the maldanidae. These 
references include Kirkegaard (1959), Day (1967) and Fauchald (1977); for a 
complete bibliography see our review of the genus (Mackie & Gobin, 1993). There 
is no confusion as to the identity of Quatrefages’s (1866) genus, the characteristic 
series of vascular cirri on several posterior segments being unique within the 
maldanidae. Two specimens of J. clymenoides from the type locality of San 
Sebastian in Spain and belonging to the Quatrefages collection are in the Museum 
National d’Histoire Naturelle in Paris. This material has been recorded by Grube 
(1870, p. 320) in his account of the annelids in the Museum and by ourselves (Mackie 
& Gobin, 1993), and we (p. 231) designated specimen A’(R)-1868, No. 239b as the 
lectotype. 

6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name Johnstonia Quatrefages, 
1849 for the purposes of both the Principle of Priority and the Principle of 
Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Johnstonia 
Quatrefages, 1866 (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy Jonhstonia 
[sic] clymenoides Quatrefages, [1866]; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name 
clymenoides Quatrefages, [1866], as published in the binomen Jonhstonia 
[sic] clymenoides (specific name of the type species of Johnstonia Quatrefages, 
1866) and as defined by the lectotype designated by Mackie & Gobin 
(1993); 

(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in 
Zoology the following names: 

(a) Johnstonia Quatrefages, 1849, as suppressed in (1) above; 

(b) Johnstonia Fuhrmann, 1920 (a junior homonym of Johnstonia Quatrefages, 
1866); 

(c) Johnstonia Basir, 1956 (a junior homonym of Johnstonia Quatrefages, 
1866). 
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